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I- PREDICATION; 

initiated (^EI) WAS 

reasonably indicate that ^0^ herein 

enterprise for the purpose of FTO?hLtmc SJJS engaged in an 

WHOLLY OR IN PART THROUGH ACTIVTTTPq^J™^®^^^ POLITICAL GOALS 
and violations of federal INVOLVE FORCE OR VIOLENCE 

SUBSECTION J OF SEC^Jon""!!^' 


and is loaned tryouragency^''iranr^t'^^^^°''® conclusions of the FBI it is the 

9ency, .t and^ .ts contents a.e not to he .istnihuJed o;t;id?;ou^J^?/^4°^ 

Outside the See 


— M ^ 

hi?/?- /i/i/C'$00 
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EARTH libe r ation FRONT (ELF); 
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Outside the Scope 


on iu/ 01 / 2004 .^^^^ renewed by the Counterterrorism Division 

rights and environmental^extieSsm-Jelated^^^® ■animal 
founders or members of, or otWwisri^^ • ^ho are 

groups which e spouse phuLSohJes ^i^^l^-interest 

promulgated on pt^ pnilosophies similar to those 

developed both * through the previousW^ei information 

Terrorism Enterprise Investigation FOXFIRE^^ Division 

criminal investigations acroL the through other 

asserts that numerous persons involveH ® °nnterterrorism Division 
rights and 

are affiliated in some way „”h |1 or mSl ’'"T® “S likely 

Single-interest groups. ^ore such "above ground" 

purposes, synonymous w:.th the^extremist^an' practical 

environmental movements, respecti^ly 

employ the use of force and Violence aaafna? advocate and 

a means of effecting social and pSuti?SrcLn|e^°"® Property as 

II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
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Acts Of 


United Statersince at'lSast''l977 committed within the 

ecological preservation qroun Greenn^^^^ disaffected members of the 
Conservation Society and began targetiSa Shepherd 

operations by cutting drift nets commercial fishing 

defined as the use or threatened f crrorism can generally be 

^ 93 -inst innocent victims""Sf property b^ ^ criminal nature 

subnational group for enviroLentll no^i ?? ^^^^^°n"'entally-oriented, 
intended audience beyond the taraet b ■ reasons, or to reach an 

symbolic nature. target, which itself is often of a 
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States S'’" 

members introduced "tree spikLg" ^L^a^ta^t ' First! 

Tree spiking is the act of ^pounding larae thwart logging, 

designated to be cut down. \hen loaae-r-? «, ^ spikes into trees 

spiked trees with chainsaws the chains down 

break, and can cause serioS^ inwS tS 1 oo 

tree cutting operations (a recenrexamole disrupt 

spiking occurred in March 2002 nsar- ELF-claimed tree¬ 
nails were found in trees desianatsd f- Pennsylvania, when metal 

highway construction project) ^ ^ ^ 


First! members who refused to^abando^*^ Brighton, England by Earth 
others wished to mainft?jL"L?tS """" "" " -he!? 

ALF in a communique^dLra?iig^soli£rit5^in''f^t 

jrS2L en^ents. Spa..hes diven bg between the two 

l:onterence held at the Universit^ ro^^^^^^^^ National Animal Rights 
promoted unity between the movemLts Eugene, Oregon, 


:b6 

hlC 


First! published in^rhe^Earth^FiJf t Francisco branch of Earth 
Earth First! mainstream f?Sf J "^"°«dation that 

Other than unlawful protests to ELF criminal 

adopted by those animal rights arouns nr-' same tactic was 

criminal activity utilizing the Ilf/IlF oJT involved in 

responsibility. ^ alf/ELF or Anarchist claims of 


information concerning ELF^was^nosted^ ELF website in January 2001 , 

been claimed jointly on bLSf Tilt and ft%V ^"^^it has 

including a June 1998 arson attark of ELF for several raids. 

Agriculture Animal Damage Control buildinS^*^^^ States Department of 
where damages exceeded two million d^l?- ^ Olympia, Washington, 

December 2002, ALF and EL? ToinJJS ^ recently, in ' 

arson targeting a fur farm in Sa^Wc^ee?? for an 
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the arson of a Vail^ Colorado^'^ski'^fa behalf of ELF for 

a restaurant, a picnic fac^l^^^^ i facility m which four ski lifts 
destroyed, r4sul?iSS ^ ^ utility building were ' 

In December 1998, ELF claimed^resSoSibil'twelve million dollars. 
U.S. Forest Industries office in Medford^^'S^ an arson fire at the 
damages exceeding five hundred thousand^Ao?f which resulted in 

August 1, 2003, a huge fire at a dollars. Most recently, on 

complex that was under construction dest^' condominium 

complex and was claimed on behairSf ?he v. 

scene by the arsonist(s). The estimated a banner left at the 

ranged up to $50 million, makina it damages from this arson 

eco-terrorism ever in tS; SStSd damaging act of 


Recent cases and events across the nation. 
Activities During The Last Year: 



Arson of Tovmhjm es Under Construction 


development under construction^in^Atte?H^^^*^ ^ townhome 
cause of the fire was determined to ^^^^^^husetts. 

attributed to the ELF due to ELF crr-in tt ■ arson 

construction site repeatedlS being left at the 

most recent graffiti left at the'^Jf? May and September 2003. xj 

sprawl, no industry, we'll be back arson read, "ELF 

$750,000. ^ ^ Damages were estimated at 

Arson of SUVs, Richmond, Virginia 


The 

is 


The 


h2 


....... 
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^sSi"^brand SottlS:^=?hr:r:err? 1 

ignite. One device ianiteH snH ^ which two failed to 

was placed. A 5-gallon qas can and^^r-S^ vehicle under which it 
the back of another truck. Green sprav^Dafn^^^'^^^^^^^® found in 

graffiti on the wall of the dealLS^n whf h 

reference to both the El P JnH Si- u? 5 ^ "XELFX", a 

the dealership was also sp?ay naSSS J' ^ automobile at 

Edge refer«:^nr- P Richmond^nn ^ with XXX", another Straight ^6 

— J nee. Richmon d Division eventually id^ n^Hf^oH and charged 

"anotner attempted ars on at a nearby dealersh ipT^ 


Arson of Lumber Yard, West Jordan, Utah 


52 


Building Suppg^?SSefyird"in°w2st“oidan''''ut^r^ ''*’® 
fire by an arsonist (s) who accessed 

through a chain link kncL TbnTfd^^ cutting 

approximately eight forklifts, 4-5 trucks ^and^J^I 

wall, and door^of^^wo^rLS^ra^'^thn " 

2004 an unknown individual faxed a T®"®- 

pollutants than average 

listed four buslnessef as ”?aLetf^?rfolir®'''°'™;™^‘^“* 
the Salt Lake area." ^^gets to follow immediately in 
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b7C 

b7D 
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b2 

Outside the Scope 





... f vehicles. Flagstaff. Arizona 

the Tongass Nation^l^Forest^weL^vaSliz^^^^ vehicles assigned t 
left as a claim of responsbilitv Th graffiti was 

had at least two of tS tires vehicles eac 

were similar, with most havi no^^ punctures in the tir^ 

the tires. Some ofTie vITTeTl• "he side o 

immediately, while others wer-^ ^PPurently went flat 

the vandalism to the tires at leastTh^^^^T addition to 

messages scratched into the paint n T vehicles had 

"ELF-, and said something to the effS If referenced 

now". ^ errect of "USF get out of Tongass 




I *. 1,1 •!_ literature available through the ELF website 

(w;^.earthliberationfront.com), which was established on 01 / 12/2001 
Earth Liberation Front as being an international 
undergroii^nd organization consisting of autonomous groups of people who 
carry out direct actions according to the ELF guidelines. This 

consiS'^of groups called cells that may 

sist of one to many individuals working together. Each cell is 

autonomous not only to the public but also to one another. This securJ 

structure helps to keep activists out of jail and free to continue 

conducting actions. " ELF guidelines described in this literature are 
a.s roJL-Lows: 


inflict economic damage to those who profit from the 
destruction and exploitation of the natural environment. 

aaa-inc,^ reveal and educate the public on the atrocities corranitted 

against the environment and all the species that cohabitate in it, 

animal, humln anf non^^hurnTn.""""^ precautions against harming any 

, , , ^ about June 2001, a publication entitled "Freguentlv 

Asked Questions About the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) , " which contains 
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^ foreword to the publication reads as follows: "Using real 
direct action in the form of economic sabotage, the ELF is tarqetinq 
w at the greedy entities care about, their pocketbooks. By inflicting 
as much economic damage as possible, the ELF can allow a given entity 
to decide it is in their best economic interests to stop destroying 
life for the sake of profit." a 
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This investigation will serve as a repository for information 


h2 
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J • Violations: 


Investigations conducted to date have identifi* 
violations of federal criminal law committed on behalf of 
elf, to include: 


'^^tle 18, United States Code, Section 1961, 
Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO). 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1952, 
Interstate Transportation in Aid of Racketeering (ITAR) 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1361, 


numerous 
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Theft of Government Property. 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 43, 
Animal Enterprise Terrorism. 


Title 18, United States Code, Section 373, 
Solicit a Crime of Violence. 


Conspiracy to 


Title 47, United States Code, Section 223, 
Harassing Communications. 


Interstate 


The Counterterrorism Division is aware that the majority of 
animal welfare and environmental activists in the United States are not 
engaged in criminal activity, and that most animal welfare and 
environmental groups operate within the law. Therefore, investigation 
will continue to focus only on those groups and individuals directly 
involved in or actively aiding and abetting criminal activity. 
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